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great communities must tend to keep India back rather than to
urge her forward. Violent disturbances of the character that
have been too often witnessed lately present a sorry spectacle
to the friends of India. Let us hope that better relations will
now ensue and that the time may not be far distant when
these differences will completely have disappeared. Every true
friend of India should assist in composing them and in fostering
harmony to take the place of discord where it exists between
the Hindu and the Moslem. Every true friend of India should
devote his energies to promoting the unity of the various peoples
in India to the end that peace may prevail, that happiness may
ensue, and that hand-in-hand all the peoples of India may march
together on the road of progress.

Lord Reading's Speech, Lahore, in Reply to Address
from various Committees 22nd October 1923

Replying to the Lahore Municipality address, the Viceroy
said that:

" New opportunities created new obligations. The question
of local self-government had been entrusted to ministers of
Provincial Legislative Councils. The success of the working
of the department depended on the efficiency of municipal com-
mittees like that of Lahore, with non-official presidents and
elected members. The difficulties which confronted those
committees in a municipal sphere were in their more limited
scope. On the successful solution of problems of general
administration must depend the estimate of capacity of those
bodies and their members. Those bodies were entitled to rely on
the support of the public whom they represented and this support
should be given by them without regard to racial considerations
or communal difference. Unless citizens put aside in the public
interest those non-individual predilections the chance of success
might be prejudiced. All those factors reacted in a serious
degree on the progress which India as a whole could make by
the gradual development of self-governing institutions towards
the progressive realization of responsible Government in British
India, an an integral part of the Empire. For the British Parlia-
ment, with whom the responsibility rested for the welfare and
advancement of Indian peoples, were to judge the time and
manner of India's advance, and their action was to be guided
by the co-operation received from those on whom those new
opportunities of service had been conferred, and by the extent